Middle School Keepsake




Name: ________________________
Directions: Create a book with the following 13 pages. Follow the instructions carefully for each page (check off each part as you go). You will have time in class to work on this assignment, but you'll need to spend time outside of class, as well. There are several pages, so you'll need to manage your time wisely. Please use any materials you'd like (bring them from home), and please include decorations on each page (pictures, drawings, photos, etc.) that somehow represent your time in middle school. Remember: This is YOUR project; it represents YOU, so take pride in your work. This is your final assignment in this class (100 points), so take it seriously and put in the effort! 
	POINTS
	PAGES
	DESCRIPTION

	______

5
	Page 1:

Title 

Page
	 Make up a creative title for your Keepsake.
 Include your name, school, date, class period, and years in middle school.
 Design your title page any way you'd like with illustrations, a collage, photographs, 
     Sierramont's mascot – anything! 

	______

3
	Page 2:

Table of Contents
	 Include the title of each page and its page number.
       EX: Story Map …..........................................................................................p.5
 Note: You can make up with title of each page.

	______

2
	Page 3:
Dedication
	 Dedicate your project to a person, a pet, a group of people – whoever! – who has

     helped you get this far. Then explain how he/she/they helped you.
       EX: For my mom – who provided me with the strength and courage to believe in my abilities.

	______

10
	Page 4:
This I 

Believe 


	 Write a short essay (no more than 400 words) that is a statement of your personal
     beliefs, of the values which rule your thought and action.
 Tell a story about you. Be specific. Take your belief out of the events of your life.

     Tell of the things you know that no one else does.
 Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—

     but it should be real. Tie your story to the essence of your daily life philosophy.
 Name your belief(s) in 1-2 sentences, and then explain how you reached your belief.

	______

15
	Page 5: 
Story 

Map
	 Draw a map of any setting (a road, forest, galaxy, roller coaster, ocean, Disneyland,

     anywhere) that represents your middle school experience (6th– 8th or just 8th grade).
 Include at least 8-10 symbols that represent your:
     A) biggest accomplishments; B) greatest moments; C) most memorable moments

     (good and bad); D) significant people in your life; E) biggest challenges; etc.
          EX: trees = someone helping you; large rock = big obstacle; clouds = gloomy time; big, 
                 scary animal = bully; shooting star = brief happy moment; etc. 
                 Note: Your symbols MUST go with your map setting. 
 Give a brief, yet specific, explanation of what each of your symbols represents.

	______

10
	Page 6:
ELA 

Faves
	 Part 1: Pick your favorite story we read this year from BIG RED. A) Write the 
     title, author, and a 2-sentence summary of the story, including its life lesson/ 
     theme. B) Write the name of your favorite character from the story, & 2 reasons 
     he or she was your favorite. C) Write 2-3 facts about the author's life that may 
     have contributed to the story. D) Draw a picture that represents the story. 
 Part 2: Pick your favorite poem from BIG RED (or elsewhere). A) Write the title 
     and author of the poem. B) Write 1-2 sentences explaining the poem's meaning.   
     C) Write 2-3 sentences explaining why you chose this particular poem. D) Write 
     2-3 facts about the author that may have contributed to the poem. E) Draw a 
     picture that represents the poem.
 Part 3: Pick your favorite literary term from the “Handbook of Literary Terms” in

     the back of BIG RED. A) Write the word and its definition. B) Then write an 
     example and draw a picture that represents the term.

	______

10
	Page 7: 
Do the Right Thing
	 Reflect on three of our big units: Flowers for Algernon, Martin Luther King, Jr., 

     and Anne Frank/Holocaust 
 For each one, write 2-3 sentences explaining the big lesson, or theme.
 Next, for each one, write 2-3 intelligent and thoughtful sentences explaining how

     you will apply the lesson to your life. 

	______

5
	Page 8: 
Time Capsule Favorites
	 What do you want to remember about your middle school years? Put all your 
     favorites on this page to remember them forever.
 Include at least 20 of your favorites: book, story, poem, song, singer, band, movie,

     TV show, video game, person, food, dessert, sport, sport team, place, activity,
     restaurant, store, school subject, school project, historical era, chemical element,
     math equation, elective, teacher, middle school memory, etc. 
 Write down all your favorites. Then, include a picture of each of your favorites—

     all 20 (hand-drawn, clipart, photos, magazine/internet pics, etc.)

	______

10
	Page 9: 
Complete Sentences
	  Write/type your answers to the “Complete the Sentences” half sheet. Answer 
     all questions thoroughly, thoughtfully, and honestly. Number each sentence.
 Be sure to complete the Writing Assignment (#20). Write a thoughtful 
     paragraph (5-8 good sentences) about one of the sentences.

	______

10
	Page 10:
Social Issue Collage


	 Part 1: Choose a social issue going on in the world today (EX: cyberbullying, 
     homelessness, poverty, school shootings, child abuse, depression, racism/sexism,

     hate crimes, gang violence, drug/alcohol abuse, war, etc.)
 Part 2: Do some research on the social issue. Then, create a diagram or chart, 
     which includes: A) 3 causes of the problem (Why does the problem exist?); 
                              B) 3 effects of the problem (What happens because of this issue?);   
                              C) 3 possible solutions to the problem 
 Part 3: Then, write at least one thing you can do to help fix this problem.
 Part 4: Include pictures of the social issue and the possible solutions.

	______

10
	Page 11:
Job Resume
	 Use the resume examples to create a flawless final draft of a resume. (Look at 
     examples online, too!)
 Your resume can reflect your life experiences thus far, as well as where you see 
     yourself in the future (make it up!).
 Your resume must somehow connect with your epilogue (Page 12).
 Resumes typically include: personal information, education, previous jobs, skills

     you've acquired in pervious jobs, extra curricular activities (sports, scouts,
     volunteering, community service, computer skills, etc.), references and their
     contact information (people you've known for at least two years who would say
     nice things about you – NO family) 

	______

10
	Page 12:
Epilogue
	 An epilogue is a brief closing section to a piece of literature that supplies 
     information about what happens to the characters after the book ends.
 Write a 1-page epilogue as if you are a certain age between 25-65 years old 
     (choose an age). Write about where you end up at that age. 
 Write the epilogue in PRESENT tense. Multiple paragraphs.

        EX: I am now thirty-three years old, and I am a dentist living in San Diego, California.

	
	Page 13:

Rubric
	 Include THIS paper with your final project. This is your final page. It will be used

     to grade your project. 


This Assignment is due: _______________________
















  ________













       100

COMPLETE the SENTENCES
You MUST answer ALL questions thoughtfully and honestly!
1. The world would be a better place if people would...

2. People like me because I am...

3. I like myself because...

4. I worry about my...

5. The best thing about vacation is... and the worst thing about vacation is...

6. The best thing about school is... and the worst thing about school is...

7. I prefer the social / academic (choose one) aspect of school because...

8. I wish my teachers would do this for me to help support me...

9. I wish my parents would do this for me to help support me...

10. If I could change one thing about Sierramont, it would be...

11. My friends would tell you that I am...

12. My parents would tell you that I am...

13. My teachers would tell you that I am...

14. I am most proud of my...

15. My role model is _________ because...

16. The most stressful thing in my life is _________ because...

17. I want to know more about...

18. A goal I have for my future is...

19. I am most grateful for _________ because... 

20. Writing Assignment: Choose one of the sentences above and write a full-length paragraph that gives
      further details and explanation about the statement. The sentence you choose will be the topic 

      sentence of your paragraph. Your paragraph must be 5-8 GOOD sentences long.
CONSIDER YOUR FUTURE
College Options
	Community College
- 2 years

- A.A. Degree

- $46/unit =
     $750/semester

- $1,000/books
	CSU
- 4 years

- $7k 

- $25k (on-campus)
	U.C.
- 4 years

- $14k

- $34k (on-campus)
	Private College
- 4 years

- $45k

- $70k (on-campus)


Majors and Minors
	B.A.

degrees
	art, English, languages, astronomy, education, music, archaeology, politics, communications, psychology, sociology, philosophy, history, anthropology, economics, religious studies, women/gender studies, art history

	B.S.

degrees
	math, chemistry, pharmacology, biology, geology, geography, engineering, architecture, computers, environmental science, food science, neuroscience, physics, marine biology, pathology, genetics, zoology, physiology 


Graduate Studies
	Master's Degree
- 1-2 years

- thesis

- $30k-120k (degree)

- MFA, MBA, etc.
	Ph.D
- 4-8 years

- doctorate

- cost varies

- grants/research
	Medical School
- $50k/year 

- rotations, intern
	Law School
- $43k/year

- BAR exam


Trade School
	$33k/degree
	electrician, plumber, construction, contractor, carpenter, cosmetology, mechanic, culinary arts, acting, event management, floral design, etc. 


Self-Employed
Business owner, entrepreneur, innovator, creator, inventor, etc.
